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(54) Clutch assembly having reaction force circuit 



(57) A clutch assembly for disposition In a motor ve- 
hicle drive line includes an internal reaction force circuit 
The clutch assembly includes a multiple disc friction 
clutch (120B) disposed adjacent an operator assembly 
(168,212) which selectively applies force to the friction 
clutch to selectively transfer torque therethrough. The 
clutch components are disposed between fixed stops 
(132,234) on an elongate member (130b) which func- 



tions as a reaction force member to self-contain the re- 
action force from the clutch operator. The clutch finds 
application in motor vehicle drive line components such 
as a rear (secondary) axle in which it is disposed in pairs 
to independently control torque supplied to each axle 
and in applications where it is advantageous to contain 
or ground the reaction force generated by and associ- 
ated with the clutch operator compactly within the clutch 
structure rather than its housing. 
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